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Monthly Update  

SAVING SOUTH CLIFF GARDENS  

Hello and welcome to 

the South Cliff Gardens 

Monthly Update! 

Here we will share all the most 

recent news from the South Cliff 
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January 24th Some of the 
volunteers who were 
working in the Italian 
Gardens doing some 

pruning. The banks were 
really too slippy to work on 
after all the rain but we 
tried our best. After getting 
most of the work done we 

started to slip and slide so 
we had to retire defeated. 
On days like this we need 
to  be weeding from the 

path! 
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February 7th Great turnout 
to Volunteers in Parks on a 
morning with snow and frost! 
We managed to plant up the 
raised flower bed in 

Shuttleworth Gardens. 

A quick look out of the 
window indicated that there 
would be no Volunteers in 
Parks on the 28th of 

February! 
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Update on the HLF  

HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND PARKS FOR PEOPLE PROJECT  

Here’s what Southern Green and their team 

have been working on in Feb/March….. 

 

 Archaeology - University of Durham has completed draft report.  

 Architectural Building Condition Survey - Mosedale Gillatt Architects (MGA) has liaised 

with Alan Wood and Partners structural engineer and is completing a combined report.  

 Structural and Civil Engineering - Alan Wood and Partners have completed building 

surveys in association with MGA and are also reviewing walls and paths in association 

with Southern Green. 

 Garden History - Fiona Green, Garden historian has completed a draft report.  

 Ecology – Enviroscope Consulting have completed their draft report.  

 Arboricultural survey – Enviroscope Consulting has completed their draft report.  

 Landscape Survey - Southern Green have completed their Landscape appraisal draft 

report. 

 Blacksmithing - Local Blacksmith visited site to offer their guidance.  

 Southern Green have completed an initial draft Conservation Management Plan.  

 Design—A base for detailed survey drawings have been prepared for the site - this has 

now been developed to a set of initial drawings (30+no. draft drawings in place), 

including paths and grades, boundaries, street furniture, facilities, services, etc. 

 

Great Work Team!!! 
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Photos taken by the South 

Cliff Community Group, 

brrrrr….. 
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Here’s what CFP  

(Community First Partnerships)  

have been working on in 

Feb/March….. 

 The visitor survey has now been updated and revised and is now live 

(online at http://bit.ly/SCGVisitorSurvey2018). Currently there have been 95 

responses. Interim analysis will be carried out at the end of April to inform 

the draft designs and plans. The survey will then continue to run 

throughout the development phase (and beyond).  

 Volunteer survey has been completed by 10 volunteers. 

 Schools engagement – Historic England’s Heritage Schools programme 

held a teacher training event which highlighted the South Cliff Gardens as a 

heritage provider for schools to use. CFP are working on ways to engage 

more with local schools in the future and develop the education programme 

at SCG. 

 Playground consultation undertaken with CFP, SBC representatives, local 

police and local youth groups. This was a brilliant session and we are 

hoping to hold a follow up workshop to review the designs of the play area 

that came out of this workshop.  

 ‘5 questions' - Feedback on '5 questions' were built into a report that will go 

towards influencing the design. 

 Work has started to document and review existing events and activities, 

volunteering and training and learning outcomes currently present on site.  

 Demographic analysis carried out and report issued in February. Further 

work will be carried out to identify population of children and young people 

within the Borough and near SCG. 

 Initial works have been carried out to review potential events and activities, 

volunteer opportunities and training and learning activities informed by 

consultation. 

 Review of proposed staffing structure carried out with respect to 

supporting the delivery of the Activity Plan.  

 Initial works to review comments in Volunteer Survey relating to volunteer 

training. Initial identification of potential training courses / providers. 

http://www.cfpuk.co.uk/
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Work that will be happening within the 

next month…………..  

 

 Complete the buildings strategy 

 Complete the draft Conservation Management Plan (CMP) 

 Produce the RIBA 2 Design Draft 

 CFP are to carry out further stakeholder consultation  

 CFP and team to develop the Activity Plan 

 Complete a draft Training Plan  

 Produce a draft Business Plan 

 Visitor Observation Surveys  

 Access report draft 

 Further consultation and engagement with community 

groups  

 

Thank you to Council Officers for 

their quick response to the local 

landslips in the South Cliff 

Gardens ! 
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Sightings in the South Cliff Gardens  

NATURAL HERITAGE  

Pictures taken by 

Rebecca Hill of birds she’s 

spotted in the South Cliff. 

Thank you Rebecca! 

Please send us photos  of your 

sightings too, we’d love to see 

them! 
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Creating a fully inclusive and accessible heritage garden  

ACCESS AND INCLUSION  

Dementia Audit     

 On the 1st of February  2018, eight people living well with dementia from 

Scarborough's DEEP group and representatives form  Making Spaces  braved the cold blustery 
weather to carry out a dementia audit of the South Cliff Gardens.  The idea behind the audit is to  

identify how useable the  gardens are for people living with dementia and to develop opportunities 
to make it as accessible as possible and remove the barriers that currently prevent people using 

the garden.  

Below are some of the key points and findings from the audit: 

 Its easy to get lost as you go through the garden so its important we improve the signage, perhaps 
offering a paid map dispenser so people can purchase a map for a £1 and take it with them across 
the site.  

 One fully accessible route through the garden, clearly signposted is really important especially if it 
offers opportunity for fitness along the way. At the present the site only has extreme wheel-chairing 
on offer and we wouldn't recommend it! 

 There needs to be toilets on site otherwise we cannot use the garden at all 

 The main attractions within the garden are not clearly identified; its important we define the different 
areas and promote the activities and feature better. Its not clear at the moment what's on offer inside 
the garden from the outside 

 The path surfaces are very patchwork and need to be clean and smooth with good drainage. The 
edges of the paths need to be clearly marked as its quite easy to walk off the edge of a cliff at 
present! 

 Handrails are needed for steep slopes and steps 

 A play area where we can take our grandchildren is essential and the area next to the clock café is 
ideal!  

“HUGE THANKS to our DEEP and Making Spaces teams 

for their expertise which will influence the designs and go 

towards making the  gardens as accessible as possible! “ 



 

10 

Action for Access!  

Access Consultants = GAP (Gateshead Access Panel) have been commissioned to 

look at the South Cliff Gardens and write a report to identify opportunities to improve 

the overall access to the site. The South Cliff Gardens is a very difficult site to make 

accessible because it is on the side of a cliff and has some very steep slopes. We are 

going to do the best we can to make the site as accessible as possible with the help of 

local community groups and disability groups. GAP have spent a couple of days 

visiting the site and will complete their report shortly which along with advice from local 

disability experts and community groups will go towards influencing our design.  
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Scarborough Men in sheds Project 

Scarborough Men in Sheds is a project that is designed to tackle loneliness and isolation 

in men over the age of 50. They are a group of men with a range of skills, experience and 

expertise coming together to do good within the community.  The group are due to launch 

their project on Thursday the 5th of April at St James's Church Undercroft  on Seamer 

Road. They approached our project team as their long term plan is to find another venue 

and they’d like to have a spot within the South Cliff Gardens so that they can play a part in 

preserving our local heritage whilst bringing people together out of isolation for fun times.  

“Six grumpy old men have brought this project into fruition and they are now hoping that 

other grumpy old men with interest in practical activities (even tea/coffee drinking) would 

like to join them and sign up to become a member. “  

If you’d like more information please contact: 

Iain Hale:  iain@suepetyt.me.uk 

Tel: 01723864111 

Mob: 07907595650 
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Youth Steering Group 

On the 22 of February the South Cliff Gardens Team invited a group of young people to a 

workshop to help design the play area for the South Cliff Gardens. Representatives from 

youth groups across the Borough came together to set up our first Youth Steering Group 

including representatives from: Scarborough Young carers, Scarborough FAST and 

Sidewalk. 

The group discussed what they liked and didn’t like in play areas and ranked what they 

thought were the most important features to include in a good play area design. They 

discussed the challenges facing young people in Scarborough and what they thought the 

South Cliff Gardens could offer young people in their local community.  

The Project team is going to take what they learnt from the play area workshop and build it 

into a design. Once the draft concept designs have been completed they will be presented 

back to the Youth Steering Group for their thoughts before a final plan is drawn up.  

HUGE thanks to the group for all the valuable contributions 

and imaginative thinking!  
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Join us 

TRAINING AND VOLUNTEERING 

 

Help us to complete our Visitor Observation Survey at 

South Cliff Gardens 

  

We are currently looking for volunteers to help us carry our spring and summer Visitor 

Observation Study for South Cliff Gardens  

 

The study will provide us with an evidence base to build our case for the second phase of 
project funding to restore and improve South Cliff Gardens. The study will tell us who is 
using South Cliff Gardens and how and identify busier and quieter areas. 

 

You will not be required to speak to anyone during the study, simply walk the suggested 

route and record visitor information based on what you can readily observe. Each survey 
will take around one hour to complete and you can do as many (or as few) as you like over 
the spring and summer, at times to suit you.  

 

We will be running a training session in April 2018 where the process will be explained 

and we’ll also go to the Gardens to familiarise everyone with the recording system. We’ll 
also provide all materials at this training sessions. 

 

If you are interested in attending or finding out more about our Visitor Observation Study 
please contact Vicky Thompson, South Cliff HLF Project Officer on 01723 232456 or 
victoria.thompson@scarborough.gov.uk 

 

mailto:victoria.thompson@scarborough.gov.uk


 

14 

Please get in touch  

CONTACT US  

If you're interested in getting 

involved in the project, would like 

to know more or you have a 

great idea, fabulous painting of 

the South Cliff or an interesting 

photo please do not hesitate to 

get in touch with us…. 

The more people involved 

the merrier! 

 

Website: http://

friendsofsouthcliffgardens.com/  

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

southcliffgardens 

 

Twitter:  @HLFSCGardens 

 

Project Officer: Vicky Thompson 

victoria.thompson@scarborough.g
ov.uk   

 

Find out more about the Heritage 
Lottery Fund here: 

https://www.hlf.org.uk/about-us 

 

Data Gathering 

Painting a picture of what the garden 

looks like now is really important so that 

we can demonstrate that all the hard 

work being carried out by our community 

has made an impact.  

We are gathering data through our online 

visitor survey, visitor interviews and 

counts,  collecting peoples stories, wildlife 

sightings & surveys and old photographs, 

looking at archives and  artworks.  

You can find the link to our online survey 

here: 

bit.ly/SCGVisitorSurvey2018  

 

mailto:victoria.thompson@scarborough.gov.uk
mailto:victoria.thompson@scarborough.gov.uk
http://bit.ly/SCGVisitorSurvey2018

